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Agenda

» NL educationall setting

» WebQuests: paving the way for ICT-integration in
education / MEL education

» Addressing implementation issues:
- materials design aspects
- teacher & learner competences

» Tools: Resources, LQAT, Adaptive software
» Strategies: CPD, CoP development, research
» Web 2.0 related WebQuests




Educational context

» Innovation of mainstream education:
Introduction of activating, learner-centered pedagogy
inspired by social constructivism.

Introduction of competency-based curricula in
Higher and Vocationall Education --—> Partnerships to
create Learning Blends

Modern Language Education:
-introduction off CEFR-related curricula & national exams
-gradual adoption of task-based approaches

Individualisation / heterogenity increases need for
& use of ICT-mediated materials and' learning processes
customised for local use (teacher as content-arranger)




Why the Web?
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According to Bennie.Dodae: "‘! 'ﬁ

“There are at least two reasons that the World Wide Web is an
exciting development for educators:

» Using the Web breaks down the walls that separate schools
from everything else.

» Using the Web forces active learning.”

(Dodge, 1995)




WebQuest structure

1. Introduction: orientation & motivation
2. Task: what?

3. Process: how?

4. Resources: which information?

5. Evaluation: which criteria?

6. Conclusion: what have you learnt
& and how to consolidate?

(Marzano, 1992; March, 2000; Merill, 2003)

Introduction

Evaluation

Conclusion




Why the Web for MFL? Constraints & Affordances
Paper & textbook vs. digital & WAWW

Size & variety of input Processing| SUppor
materials

Multi-modality.

Output support:

- tools
- authenticity.
opportunities

Weblog, Edublogging, Schoolblogs??
A 'LanguageQuest' for Upper Intermediate EFL students




Why ai Project specifically for MEL?




Project Rationale

The WQ-model matches current SLA-views and MFL-methodology

(learner-centredness, active learning)

Can help MEL teachers to:

- relate learning to the real world

- support transdiscipline curriculum activities

Applying task-based approaches (+ WWW) is a complex activity, a triple
innovation for most /n-service teachers:

moving from PPP to a task-based approach
extending skills: ICT and assessment & adaptation or design of materials

acquiring new or other classroom and task management skills

And ... related competences development is not widely available /n /nitial
Teacher Ed

(Westhoff, 2005; Van den Branden, 2006; Koenraad, 2006)




Project Goals

To improve task design and methodology for realistic,
content-oriented, task-based foreign language learning.

Raise awareness of task designi issues

Improved professionalism of teacher educators and
(future) teachers

Implementation of innovative models for professional
development.

(learning by doing, involvement, collaboration, ownership)




Project Deliverables

» 1. An instrument to assist in assessments of complex,

Integrated tasks:
The LanguageQuest Assessment Tool (LQAT)

» 2. A Collection of multi-lingual, model MFL WebQuests
(= LanguageQuests)

» 3. A webportal providing:
- online LQuest editing and' publication faC|I|t|es

- support for CoP-activities such as:

LOdE:t Tesfl 3t wol

- colleagial assessment of WQs i
- sharing and localising Teacher Ed. materials |
- further concept and tool development




2000 - 2004

2004 - 2007
, D rask-based second |a iguage acqulsition with the haln of
: [nfernel resources ‘LQueSt’

Project Development

The NL TalenQuest-Project

Council of Europe,

LanguageQuests

ECML Project

International CoP

(Koenraad, 2002; 2006; 2008)



Underpinnings for LQAT

WebQuest Conditions for SLA Task features
Components

BUILDING BLOCKS . Input ask Characteristics
. Content & Form Liretike 258 T runer
processing odive

Current Rich

. Output “
. Strategies S—— —

(Koenraad & Westhoff, 2003; Westhoff, 2004)




SLA s helped by:

A functional linguistic activity necessary to complete
a realistic task like:

solving a problem
making ai decision
giving ani advice,
organizing an event, etc
The product of the task is principally open

The impact of the learning activity can be influenced
by the product specifications




Designing effective LanguageQuests
Is like
building smart pinball machines for SLA
with tasks that keep the ball going.

(Westhoff, 2004)



WQ Implementation ISSUES

Relatively little empirical, webguest-related
research:

- curricuium Integration

textbooks, teacher and' learner competencies..
- learning effects

Diversity in research results




Diversity in research results, e.g.:

Quality of students” work and motivation higher
N non-traditional settings.
(McGlinn; & McGlinn, 2003)

More gains in conventional instruction compared
to webguest use. Gaskill, McNulty & Brooks
(2006)

Positive effects of webguest use reported in
several Radboud University master theses.

(Segers, 2008)




NL Research studies

» What are the quality features of WebQuests?
Literature study (Segers, 2008)

» How does the implementation of WebQuests affect
the curriculum organisation:
NL field research (de Boer & Trimbos, 2006)

» SLO// Publisher joint venture: comparing learning
results in an experimental research design (2009)




| earner skills Issues

Input --> output

Problems in primary (Kuiper, Volman & Terwel, 2005),
secondary (Brand-Gruwel, 2007) and even adult education
(McEneany, 2002) with:

Input content processing, involving:
- handling hypertext formats
- extracting information from various sources

and
- constructing coherent, personalised reports




Addressing input related issues:
scaffolding students

Anchored Instruction

Software Techno/c)? v for Action and Reflection
(STAR) Legacy Cycle:

Additional activities to activate pre-knowledge & stimulate
discussion
(Young & Wilson, 2002; Verhoeven et al., 2006)

Additional language focus activities such as the use of
word and concept maps reactivating known vocabulary and
creating links to new concepts and words

(Ruzic and O'Connell, 2003; Perez, 2004; Beckers, 2007)




Processing Input
and the [+1 reguirement

Dimensions of learner differences

Language Level
(e.g. vocab ranges from 8.000 to 20.000)

Interests and preferences (content)
KOW

Cognitive learning style
(information collection, selection, organisation and representation)

24




Addressing differences: teacher perspective

Differentiation implies, for each individual
student:

Estimate level...

Select & assess materials

Create exercises, design tasks
Monitor progress ...

Provide individualised feedback...

[s this do-able!?




ICT (Corpus technology) Offers
opportunities for:

» Customised Input Modification: adaptation of materials to
pupil level (user model)

Estimate level: digital tests

Select and assess materials:
» Open source content: internet.
» Partly open resources: repositories.
» Content analysis oft materials: language technologies

Automatic generation of tasks and exercises
Monitoering: user tracking/logging.
Individual feedback: automated evaluation
Adapt materials to level pupil (user model)
(Masla Project: van der Werf & Vermeer, 2008)




The news reader: user model

» Network of all Dutch words.

» Freguency-based categorisation (Celex
corpus)

» For each pupilia known/unknown status
based on information from:

A vocab pretest

Interpretation of user data:
» Exposure model: which words have been seen?

>Ta?llg result model: which words have been used
well

» Information reguest model: which scaffolds have
been used?




News Reader: User Model

A dynamic model to select content on the
basis of the percentage of known words
(coverage as close to 88% as possible)
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[02:46] Regio zet Mugabe niet onder druk
Ruim twee weken na de verkiezingen zijn in Zimbabwe de presidentigle uitslagen nog altijd niet bekend. ... AMSTERDAM - Op het
Wel heeft de kiescommissie besloten tot een hertelling in 23 van de 210 kiesdistricten. De partij van Zuid-Afrikaanse platteland

Mugabe had aangedrongen op de hertelling. Daarmes kan de eerdere overwinning van oppositiepartij
MDC bij de parlementsverkiezingen te niet worden gedaan.

sturtte de politie vandaag op een
wel heel ...

Het is nog onduidelijk of Mugabe via fraude direct
opeisen, of een tweede ronde zal aangaan. Op ©
veel van zijn vroegere steun heeft verloren, is vo
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zaterdag bezoek van de Zuid-aAfrikaanse president, Thabo Mbeki, de belangrijkste SADC-onderhandelaar. leven op het platteland prettiger
Ma afloop van zijn onderhoud met Mugabe zei Mbeki: "Er is geen crisis in Zimbabwe.” te maken, wil het COA In Noard-
20 ...

Oppositieleider Morgan Tsvanagirai was wel in Lusaka. Volgens Tendai Biti, de secretaris-generaal van de
MDC, heeft SADC "belangrijke vooruitgang” gasboeskt. Toch verliet de MDC-delegatie de bijeenkomst eerder
dan gepland. Yolgens waarnemers wijst dit erop dat SADC naar andere oplossingen zoekt.,

Een wvan de scenario’s die hierbij worden genoemd, 15 2en regering van nationale eenheid. Het is niet
helder of ook Mugabe higrover is geraadplesgd. In een dergelijke regering kan een belanagrijke rol zijn 3

Maak de woorden af:

. HAMBURG (AMNP) - De Duitse regerin! | SPD streeft naar een maximumsnelheid wan 130 kilometer per uur op alle autosnelwegen in de
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... grondstofrijk. Dezelfde situatie kan zich voordoen met China die het grondstofrijke Siberig wel eens zou kunnen ope| I\.-'an Rusland.

Klare voorspelt een toekomst van landen met een energietekort en energie-overschot, waarbij landen als...

. een stemplicht en relatief veel mensen brengen hun stem per post uit, Die kunnen in sommige kiesdisl | de uitslag nog doen
veranderen.

KyotoHet is de derde keer na 1945 dat Labor een zittende conservatieve...

...DEM HAAS (AMNP) - Justitie is een breed onderzoek begonnen naar mogelijke fral | met vastgoedfondsen. Aanleiding voor het onderzoek Is

de mogelike zwendel in Turkije waar beleggers miljoenen in...
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The News Reader

» Web application

» Online reading of newspaper articles
Open collection of texts

Text mining: 10 sources, > 1000 texts per day.

MASLA corpus: 140.000 texts, 20.000.000
tokens.

» Clickable help for unknown words.
» Gap-fill exercise with every text

<firom Reading to Teaching materials>




How can 3D MUVES contribute to
language Education?
- _—

]

* The VIiTAAL Project

3D Virtual World Experiments in
2ndary. Modern Language Education




1. Language Village:
training & testing oral skills

2. Interactive narrative &
LanguageQuest

3. Events and
Fun Activities




Format 2. LanguageQuest:
an interactive detective story

Introduction

Thches Introduction

Mezdames et Messieurs bonjour,

En ce jour du 22 mars 1912 nous avons découvert quiune catastrophe est arvée & bord du Titanic, Hier, e Titanic a été pris de
panigue car le millionnaire John Jacob Astor a ete retrouve empoisonné un peu aprés 18 heures 30. Cela serait dif 3 |a prise de
son médicament quotidien. Jusgu'a aujourdhui, l'auteur de ce meurtre nous est encore inconnu, Mais ce gue 'on peut vous dire

- . c'est gu's bord de ce bateau se trouvent plusieurs personnes ayant des relations avec la victime. Ces personnes paurraient Etre
Evaluation suspectees d'avoir commis ce meurtre. Linspecteur Clouseau est chargé de l'enquéte et a besoin de votre aide.

Conclusion

Professeur

Invitation

“ous | Mes chers amis | Je vous invite par la suite & élucider I'=nguéte a l'aide des indices gue vous trauverez vous méme par le
biais dinterrogatoires et de conclusions. Wous avez pour mission de mener l'enguéte et danc de retrauver le coupable de ce
meurtre le plus vite possible. Yous devrez chercher [e coupable de ce meurtre parmi les relations que John Jacob Astor gqufil avait
en ce marment 4 Cherchez avec prudence et rigueur sur e bateaw qui peut bien Btre & la téte de cet assassinat,

Pour pouvair mmener & bien cette enguéte : Chague groupe recevra un code qu'il utilisera tout au long de lenguéte,

Vous pourrez choisir comme code entre :
X ‘ Discussies ™ ‘_JJ @ :j f} | | | ﬁDiscussies niet beschikbaar op httpsfdownload.cps.nlf

2] Gereed l_ ’_ l_ ’_ l_ | Intermet




The Interactive LanguageQuest

» Rationale:

Enhance the WebQuest concept
using story development and
embedding ‘live” interaction

Design principles
LanguageQuest design criteria

Competitive pupil teams (n=5)
teacher-coached f2f team sessions

& In-world meetings with story
characters (student mentors)

formal assessment of interim
products & final team results by
teacher




Interactive LanguageQuest: Organisation

» Production / Actor Team
A'dam student teachers (n=7)

Materials: =
- Originall storyline, Les Etapes

- CEFR-based inputs & tasks
(A2 - B1)
- specifically designed LQuest
template

Maintenant que vous sachiez tout, vous pouvez commencer les etapes !

Etape 1 Connaitre le Titanic ef son histoire

" Etape 2 Faire connaissance avec les persennages a bonl
Conclusion

Participants -
- 1 school, 1 class = I
Age: 16-17

- 1st year student teachers

(n —= ?) _ == Bonne chance !

Attention! Tous fes mots de passe sont en MAJUSCULE

* | Discussies '| 7] E‘; E] @ :j :J| ‘ﬂ| ._@[:li:‘-w:ussie-_: it beschikbaar op http:fdownload.cps.nlf
2] Gereed




The Interactive LanguageQuest setting:
Titanic features

» Technical adaptations
of original AW object

- Cabins
- Variety of clues

» ‘story character’
avatars
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ARGuing for
Multilingual
Motivation in
Web 2.0

Home Contact Us

Introduction
Wiritten by Administrator
Thursday, 10 January 2008
Engage, Motivate and Excite your students

AR GuUing will help teachers Use the Internet { see Web 2,00 within language education, The project is funded
by the European Union within the Socrates education programme.

AR Guing will build an educational methodology and teacher training quides and courses that can be used by
teachers and teacher trainers to learn and understand how they can use the Internet, ina similar way bo how
their students are already using kechnology,

The project will show vou simple and easy ways to utilize the power of Inkernet communications and the
patential for content creation, within language education. Finally the project will show you how you can use
the exciting and challenging format of Alternate Reality Games ( see Alternate Reality Games) to ‘Engage’,
TMativate' and ‘Excite’ your students tolearn languages wsing the new possibiities that the Internet age offers
Us, [sae more),

The patential for using Alternate Reality Games in education as a tool for motivation ko learn languages s an
exciting and challenging possibility a discussion of the issues is incuded, {see ARG in Education)

The project has brought together a highly unusual mix of specialists, as only a combination of skils can
achigve the innovation being achieved, Incuded in the partnership is a University Department of Computers,
an expett in Alkernate Reality Games (ARG), spedialists in educational methodology, language keacher trainers
and an Internet communication specialist, ( see Partners)

Disclaimer: ARGuing For Multlingual Motivation
in Web 2.0 has been funded with support fram

the European Commission, This document reflects
Education and Culture DG the vigws only of the author, and the Commission
cannot be held responsible for any use which may

Lifelung Learning ngfﬂmmE be made of the information contained therein,

The:Alternate Reality Game for teaching:
mideen forsign languages 15 in production,
IFyou are inkerested in participating jn this
project; please conkactus,

ARGuing is an innovative

|

[ [ [ [ [fmtemet



Field research (SLO, 2006)
Impact on curriculum; erganisation

Curricular spider web




Eield research: Results

Diffierences with regular proegramme on the various threads
of spiderweb

WQs not a regular part of the curriculum; adoption at
Individual teacher level

Add-on, provision of variety

No replacement of regular content, occasionally: enhancing
a textbook topic/theme

Standards and formal objectives do not play a role




Field research: Conclusions

» Professionalise teachers first before researching

'S of

possible added value and actual learning effec
WQ@s.

» Better to be evolutionary than revolutionary!

(de Boer & Trimbos, 2006)

42




Teacher competencies

Assessing:

- fnput (T + 1?)

- task (complexity, suitability)
- outcomes / results

- language gain (CEFR)

Coaching

- monitering progress

- scaffolding individuals / group processes
- consolidation off language gain




Future challenges

Development of knowledge on and provision of support for
teacher competences related to:

» Construction of effective tasks

» Aspects of task management
Grouping of learners
Supervising small-group work
The elicitation of FL-use in small task groups
Scaffolding In task-based group work
Forms off corrective feedback (when? how?)

» Consolidation of learning outcomes (reflection, planning of
how not to forget)

» [he assessment of learner performances.




Future challenges

Research on effectiveness of
languageQuest and LQAT

2009: Small scale LQAT research in Utrecht
Master Course.

Anyone cares to join?

Thank You
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